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BASEBALL LEGEND IS A LADY

San Diegan Alice Hohlmayer turned her fast pitch hobby into a baseball career.

At age 20, Alice "Lefty” Hohlmayer got the chance to play in a professional baseball league. It was an opportunity women players today can only dream of. 

Lucky for Hohlmayer she was born at just the right time: 1925.

Lefty joined the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League in 1946 at its hey day boasting 8 teams playing 110 game schedules.

And professional ball it was!  The women of the AAGPB had to adapt from Girl’s Softball to baseball’s 80-foot baselines with 9 players (instead of 10) and grueling on the road schedules.  And living up to society’s idea of feminine, complete with skirts and make-up worn on the field.

Lefty will recall and share those glorious, heady days of summer when women played real baseball at 7pm on MARCH 26 at the Women’s Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony at UCSD Price Center Ballroom.  Hohlmayer is being honored as “The 2005 Spirit of the Hall of Fame” at this 4th Annual Event.

Alice “Lefty” Hohlmeyer is one of the best-known and accomplished veterans of the World War II Era All American Girls Professional Baseball League. Today she is invited to speak nationally as an inspiration and was asked to consult on the film “A League of Her Own.”   In 1948 she pitched 42 scoreless innings, once got a hit off the great Satchel Paige in an All Star game, and was the only woman in the “55 years and over World Men's Slow Pitch Tournament” (1981).   Read her full story at http://vmsecure9.com/charleshumphrey/AMA/lady_legend.html and http://members.aol.com/LegendLady/

Lefty will help us honor five women whose life work has made a significant and positive impact on the San Diego community will be inducted into the San Diego Women’s Hall of Fame during March, Women’s History Month.

The 2005 Women’s Hall of Fame Inductees are:

Category 1 Trailblazer

Ruth M. Heifetz, M.D., M.P.H., (UCSD School of Medicine), physician and humanitarian, she was a founding member of both the San Diego Chapter of Physicians for Social Responsibility and the San Diego Environmental Health Coalition (1980).

Category 2 – Improved the Lives of Women

Helen S. Hawkins, Ph.D. (1930-1989) was a producer & host of KPBS humanities programs, an historian, co-founder and first president of San Diego National Organization for Women, and publications director for the Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation.  She produced and appeared in more than 100 KPBS-TV programs.

Category 3 – Creates Structural Change on behalf of Women

Anne D. Ewing has worked to remove restrictions in women’s private, civic and political lives.  She founded San Diego’s Chapter, National Women’s Political Caucus; led a statewide reform of racist and sexist language in primary school readers; and faced Catholic excommunication for her support of women’s reproductive rights.  

Category 4 – Creates Understanding Within Diverse Communities

Rev. Alyce Smith-Cooper An African-American Ancestral storyteller and actor who provides healings, motivational, and diversity training sessions.  She is widely recognized for creating cultural understandings in such diverse venues as: the Old Globe Theatre, corporation & government classrooms (MCI, FBI), the Wild Animal Park, and the Bethel African-Methodist Episcopal Church.

Category 5 – Preserves and Shares her Culture/History

Evelyn L. Clarke has worked for decades on behalf of San Diego’s first women’s and human rights organizations such as San Diego National Women’s Political Caucus and the Older Women’s League.  She has preserved the histories of organizations by photographing or videotaping their events for their archives

Those chosen for induction represent and reflect the diversity and geographical areas of our community.  In common, they have all selflessly and courageously contributed greatly to the San Diego community and the world at large.  Their lifetime work and achievements have improved the lives of women and citizens of San Diego County. 

The 4th Annual Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony will take place on the UCSD Campus on March 26, 2005 at the culmination of Women’s History Month.

“Lefty” and the 2005 Inductees are available for photos and interviews.
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